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Abstract

Reducing food waste has economic, environmental and social benefits

Concerns for environmental and economic costs, hunger and resource conservation
increase awareness of food waste.

Randy Bell, Michigan State University Extension - March 27, 2012

In recent years, growing concern about environmental and economic costs, hunger
and resource conservation associated with food waste have raised public awareness of
food loss. This in turn has accelerated public and private efforts to make better use of
available food supplies by recovering safe and nutritious food that would otherwise be
wasted. That's according to Estimating and Addressing America's Food Losses, a 1997
article in the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Food Review.

Food waste occurs across the food system from the farm, post-harvest, processing,
transporting, wholesaling, retailing and the consumers.

Food waste generated by disease, spoilage, restaurant plate waste, and plant and animal
material produced during processing are not suitable for human consumption. These are
better suited to composting. Other waste can be recovered to be consumed. Examples of
waste that can be recovered for consumption are: edible crops remaining in fields after
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harvest, blemished food, surplus perishable food from restaurants or caterers and surplus
packaged foods from retail food outlets.

Key words :Waste recycling- Environmental awareness
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